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consultation, which lasted some months, came to a resolu- 
tion which was privately presented to the king. That re- 
solution was : — 

" That the Moors of Valencia were all certainly apostates, 
and so obstinate, that there remained no hopes of their con- 
version." 

This was in April, 1G08, Geddes, vol. 1, p. 87. 
These memorials and resolution were enforced by all the 
authority of the Primate of Spain. Their teaching was 
impressed on the King's mind by the Royal Confessor, and 
their effort was aided by the weakness and superstition 
of the royal conscience, which was instructed to believe 
that every portent of nature and every public miscarriage 
was sent to warn or punish him for the delay his own better 
feelings still interposed. 

The Spanish priesthood at last prevailed. In 1600, not- 
withstanding the strong and earnest remonstrances of the 
Cortes of Arragon, the decree of expulsion was promul- 
gated, and a whole people, remarkable only for their in- 
dustry and manufacturing skill, for their quiet and peace- 
able demeanour, were at one blow deprived of their pro- 
perty, exiled from their pleasant homes, and driven forth, 
houseless wanderers, to perish in the deserts of Africa. 
And what did Spain gain ? Her priests were no longer 
offended by the presence of a people who refused to listen 
to a religion that was forced on their attention by armed 
soldiers and by outos da fe. And the King of Spain be- 
came the sovereign of the most orthodox and the feeblest 
of the great monarchies of Europe. 



THE DECRETAL EPISTLES. 
No. 1. 

THE POPES OF THE FIBST 400 TEARS, AND THE LETTEK9 
THEY WROTE. 

Everything which tends to throw light on the ancient 
Church of Home is interesting alike to Protestants and Ro- 
man Catholics. Our readers, we are sure, would like to 
have a list of the early Popes, or Bishops of Rome, and 
the letters they wrote." We therefore give the list for 400 
years. We give a column, showing the year in which each 
Pope succeeded the one before him ; in the next column 
we state how many letters, said to be written by each Pope, 
we now have. It being acknowledged on all sides that 
some of those letters arc genuine (that is, really written by 
the Popes whose names they .go under), and it being also 
acknowledged on all sides that some of those letters are 
forged (that is, written by other people in after times, and 
passed off under those Popes' names, as if written by them), 
we give another column, showing which are forged, and 
which genuine. We shall afterwards show on what autho- 
rity we pronounce some of them to be forgeries. We give 
also a column containing the references by which the let- 
ters themselves may be found in the Concilia Genevalia of 
Labhe and Cossart.* 

We do not give aj our own the list of the Popes' names, 
and the vears they succeeded each other ; we give it as the 
list which Roman Catholics give for themselves. We take 
it from Vol. XVI. of Labile and Cossart, p. 130. There 
are, no doubt, great difficulties about the list. Our readers 
will see in the list, that Liberius is counted the <S7th Pope, 
and Damasus the :18th, and yet there is a Pope Felix be- 
tween them ! This is so in the list of Labbe and Cossart, 
which we copy exactly. The fact is, that Roman Catho- 
lics have never been able to agree whether this Felix were 
really a Pope or not. One party says he was ; another 
party says he was not. It turns on an ugly question whe- 
ther Pope Liberius were a heretic or not ; and agreement 
about that can hardlv be expected ; because the proof of it 
is too strong to be got over by somc,f and the inconvenience 
of it is too great to be admitted by others : so, to recon- 
cile both parties, they put Felix's name in the Hit of Popes, 
and thev do not count him in the number ; and we, of 
course, adopt this arrangement. There is another diffi- 
culty, too, about Linus and Cletus, who stand second and 
third on the list. If (as Roman Catholics say) St. Peter 
was himself Pope of Rome until the day of his death ; and 
if (as some of the early Fathers say) St. Peter himself, 
during his lifetime, ordained Clement as the first Bishop of 
Rome, it is not very easy to see how two other Popes could 
have come in between them. Protestants, who think that 
St. Peter was an Apostle to all the world, and not a Pope 
of Rome, may, perhaps, he able to solve this difficulty ; 
hut it is a difficulty to Roman Catholics. It is also a great 
question whether tlierc ever were such a man as Cletus, 
who stands third on the list. Eusebius, the oldest eccle- 
siastical historian, savs that Clement succeeded to Aiia- 
clctus (Book III. chap. 13), and Evaristus to Clement 
(chap. 34), leaving no room for Cletus. And it is thought 
by some, that the name" Anacletus' - has, by some acci- 
dent, tumbled out of its proper place in the list, leaving a 
bit of itself behind to grow into another Pope. 

There are also great difficulties about the dates at which 
some of the Popes succeeded. . But we only mention these 
questions ; we do not go into them ; our chief business is 
with the letters said to have been written by the Popes ; and 



• The edition of Labbe and Cossart referred to in the articles in this 
number is that published at Pahs, 1672. 

t The proof of Pope Liberius' heresy may be seen in this number, in 
our observations on the letter of "A Roman Catholic," page 142. 



for this purpose we are content to take the list as Roman 
Catholics give it, and to leave the difficulties to them. So 
here follows the list : — 

A TABLE OF THE EARLY POPES, AND THE LETTERS THEY 
WROTE. 
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Alexander 1. 


119 


3 Epistles 
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942 
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Telesphorus 
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Hycinus 
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FtUS I. 


15'i 


4 Epistlea 
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Soier 
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177 


1 Epistle 


Forged 


ssn 


15 


Victor I. .. 


192 


4 Epistles 


Forged 


392 


1G 


Zcphvrinns.. 


201 


2 Epistles 


Forged 


003 


17 


Callisfcus I,.. 


219 


2 Epistles 


Forged 


tiO!) 


18 


Urban 1. . . 
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920 


2t> Dionvsius .. 
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1 Epistle 
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31 


Mavcellus I. 
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2 Epistles 


Forged 
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32 


Ettsebius 
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3 Epistles 


Forged 
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33 
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1 Epistle 
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34 


Silrester 1. 
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\ - Forged \ 
\ 1 Genuine j 
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The learned Du Pin, Doctor of the University of Paris, 
testifies for all in oar list dxcept one. 

Labbe and Cossart, the two French Jesuits who collected 
the Councils, testify for all in one list, excepting about 
Jive* (and those mostly of the least consequence). 

And in general, all learned men in the Church of Rome, 

for 250 years past, have admitted that nearly all those we 

call forgeries are really forgerie 1 . Labbe and Cossart, vol. 

I. p. 78, name the following as making this admission : — 

Cardinals Baronius, Bellarmine, and Perron; Contius, 

Antonius Augustinus, Lorinus, Sirmond, Ducasus, Pe- 

tavius, Marca, Bosquetus, and others, they say, too many 

to mention. 

Devoti, Archbishop of Carthage, and Secretary to Pope 

I Pius VII., is the latest Boman writer on Canon Law, 

! having written in this present century, and he says, " AU 

Catholic writers, excepting a few who would not take the 

tr; utile to examine carefully, have willingly confessed that 

they are forged." (Jus Canonicum, Preface, p. 4.) 

That all these witnesses are not agreed about the 
precise numbers of the forgeries, may be easily understood. 
| These witnesses lived at various times during the last 250 
! years. Three hundred years ago all Roman Catholics 
! held that all these letters were true : when Protestants first 
j began to question these letters, Roman Catholics cried out 
j at them, that the arguments they were using would prove 



On first looking down the column in which the word 
41 forged" occurs so often, our readers may be tempted to 
think that we are only trifling with the sidiject, and with 
them, mid telling stories too monstrous to lie believed. 

This, however, is not so ; we are serious, and we speak 
truth. 

All the letters entered in our list may be read in the 
places referred to. 

AH these letters, for fiOO years at least, were universally 
believed to have been written by the Popes whose names 
they bear. 

All these letters which we have marked as forgeries are 
now acknowledged (with hardly a single exception) by all 
learned Roman Catholics to be forgeries indeed, by which 
the world and the Church were imposed on for so long. No 
learned men among Roman Catholics will now venture to 
deny all this ; and we have proof enough, if any one should 
attempt to deny it. 

Xow, look at the results of this Table. 

Wo have one hundred axd nine letters of forty 
Popes, in 400 years. Eightv-foir of these are forgeries. 
Only twenty-five are genuine : and if we take away the 
two Epistles which wore written by St. Peter, whom we 
consider an Apostle, not a Pope, we have only twekty- 
TMi'.EE genuine, out of one hundred and seven. 

In saying that twenty-three are genuine, we do not 
vouch for all these being genuine. Some we are sure are 
genuine; of some, the evidence is very little (if any) that 
they were really written by the Popes whose names they 
bear ; of some we have little doubt that they, too, are for- 
geries. But those which are doubtful are of so little conse- 
quence, that it is not worth while to dispute about them ; 
we are therefore content to admit them, for the present, as 
genuine, setting down as forged those only which we find 
to be acknowledged as forgeries by Roman "Catholics them- 
selves. Of all which we have set down as forgeries, there is 
omlv one of which we have not Roman Catholic testi- 
mony that it is forged. 

Who are our witnesses ? 

» As the lust Pope here mentioned succeeded in 39S, aaddiedin 
402, our list embraces tour contnrics. 



the Holy Scriptures themselves to be forgeries ! But by 
degrees, as the arguments of Protestants got stronger, the 
Roman Catholics gave up one after another of the letters, 
when they found they could defend them no longer ; so in 
each ago more and more of these letters were confessed to 
be forgeries, until the learned Du Pin, who lived about 
150 years ago, and who is one of the last who has pub- 
lished an accurate examination of all of them, fairly gave 
up every one in our list, except one.f And, therefore, we 
may hope that some candid Roman Catholic may yet be 
found to give up even this one too. 

If any Roman Catholic now doubt the fairness of our 
list, and the statement we have made, we urge it on him to 
take this paper straight to his priest, and to call on the 
priest to shame us by exposing us in our own paper. And, 
according to our regular practice, we promise to insert 
anything that may be so sent to us. 

Our readers are now perhaps ready to ask, What were all 
theso letters forged for ? and what are they all about t 

An answer to the latter question, what these letters are 
about, will help to tell also what they vfeiefor. 

Our readers may like to have the answer from a Roman 
Catholic ; we take it from Severinus Binius, Archbishop of 
Cologne, in Germany, who published a collection of the 
Councils, aliout the year 1603. 

He was one of the last of the learned men in the Church 
of Rome who made a vigorous effort to defend all these 
letters, when all others were giving them up as hopeless. 
We may therefore take his evidence as to what is in them : 
He says " most of thoso letters of the Popes were written 
about the Primacy of Peter ; the dominion of the Boman 
Church ; the ordination of Bishops ; that priests are not 
to be injured nor accused, nor deposed ; about appeals 
being made to the Apostolic See." There could not pos- 
sibly be a truer or fairer statement of the general contents 
of these letters. A very few extracts may suffice for the 
present. 

Anacletus in his first Epistle is made to ; : y, " We con- 
firm the laws of the Church by our Apostolical authority."{ 
It is certainly odd that Pope Clement should not have 
done this already. 

In his third Epistle, Anacletus is made to say, "This 
Holy and Apostolic Roman Church obtained the Primacy. 
and pre-eminence of power over all Churches, not from, 
the Apostles, but from the Lord and Saviour himself. "§ 

Pope Marcellns is made to say, " Charges of crime ara 

not to be brought against priests, for Christ 

is the head of the Church, and priests are the Vicars of 
Christ. "!| Ep. 3. And Pope Pabian says, "The Apostles 
determined that they (priests) should not be accused ; or, 
if this could not be otherwise accomplished, that the. accu- 
sation of them should be made very diraenlt — H Ep. 2. And 
Pope Julius is made to declare, " thatall bishops, as often as 
they are attacked or accused in any more weighty causes, 
as often as may bo necessary, may freely appeal to the 
Apostolic See, and fly to it as to their mother, that by 
it, as always was, they may be tenderly supported, de- 
fended and liberated."** 



* Of .sr>me <-f [hi:se live it is very likely tliat Labhe and Cosiwrt 
thought them forgeries too ; but tw they have not expressly said it, we 
du not sty it on tlicir authority. 

t See Du Tins Hist, of Keel. Write!*, Vol. I. p. 882, Eli. 1723, 
Dublin ; and ai.su under e»e)i Popa'a mime. 

t I.ece* Ecclesiai apostolica nrmamiu auctoriute.— Labbe it Coaa. 
V..1. I. 518. 

$ Hire vero SAcrosaneta Itomana et apostotica Ecela&ia, non ab 
apustolis. sed alt ipso Iloniiim Sulvatore nostra prtuiatum obtinllit, et 
eminetitiam potestatis super unirersos Ecclesias. —Labbe A Cms. 
Vol. I. 5is. 

|| Criminatinnes adrersus Doctores ron debare suseipi .... 
C:ipnt eoim Kccle-sia Christus est, Cltristi antem Vicarii Sacerdote* 
sunt. — Vol. I. p. 1:)S9. 

*J Idcirco statuernnt, ne acensarentiir; aut si aliter fieri non possit, 
peruiftieiiis coram fieret accusatio.— Vol. I. p. M3. 

• » L't omnes Episcopi qui in qujlinsdam graviorlbus pulsantur Tel 
rriminantur cansis, quolies necesse fuerit, Iifcere apostolicam appeileuf 
sedem, atque ad earn quasi ad iDatrem contugiant, ot ab ea (sicut 
semper fuerit) pie folciaatur, dafendantur et Uberenter.— Labbe % 
Coss. Vol. ii., p. 487. 
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These are fair specimens of the things which Binius says 
the forged letters are about. 

And now the reader may have Borne notion what the 
forged letters were for. 

He may have a better notion of it still, when we tell 
him, that in the true and genuine letters of the early 
Popes there is nothing at all of this kind ; nothing to show 
tliAt Popes then either exercised or claimed the powers 
which they claim and exercise now ; but much to show that 
they ninde no such claim. 

Of course when Popes began to claim these powers, this 
was felt to be a great deficiency ; for it gave a sad handle 
to people to say that Popes were usurping powers that 
did not belong to them ; so, to put down perverse op- 
posers, letters were forged for the early Popes, such as they 
mti/hi to have written, if they had known their business 
and duties as later Popes know them now. 

We can only give brief answers now, to questions which 
wo shall answer more fully in future numbers. 

Roman Catholics may also wish to know when these 
forgeries were first imposed on the world ? — how long the 
world and the Church were imposed on by them ? — and how 
they were at length proved to be forgeries ? Briefly then, 

1st These letters (with a few exceptions) were first pub • 
lished by Autgarius, Bishop of Mentz, in France, about the 
year 836. No one had ever heard of most of them before. 

2nd. The Church was imposed on by them until after 
the Reformation, or for more than 700 years. 

3rd. They were proved to be forgeries, chiefly by the 
monstrous blunders that the forgers had made. Letters of 
Popes dated years after the Popes were dead — Popes qno- 
ting books and Councils that were not written or held till 
centuries after the Popes were dead — the evident marks 
thai letters pretended to be written by Popes who lived 
centuries asunder were really written by the same person 
—the monstrous ignorance in the Popes' letters of the his- 
tory of their own times — the absurd perversions of Scrip- 
ture — the nonsensical and heretical things found in them. 
These, and many other marks of this kind, at length made 
Roman Catholics see that it was too late to try to defend 
them any further. 

This is but a brief outline of the nature and purpose of 
these letters. We shall fill up this outline in future n um- 
bos. AVe conclude this number, as a general illustration, 
with some extracts from those letters, which, if true, would 
n.i ol the greatest importance — viz, the letters said to be 
written by Clement to St. Jame9 the Apostle. 

(n bis first Epistle to St. James, Clement recites that St. 
! ■.■ter, when dying, had ordained him as his successor, and 
I ad directed him to write a full account to St. James. 
11a commences his first letter thus — ". . . SimonPcter, 
wi-io, for the merit of true faith, and the upholding of 
sound preaching, was appointed to be the foundation of 
Lie Church. . . . "* Clement goes on to relate how St. 
'. eter, when about to die, had taken him (Clement) by the 
hind, and said to all the people, " I ordain this Clement 
as your Bishop, to whom alono I deliver my chair of 
preaching and doctrine. ... I deliver to him that 
power of binding and loosing which was delivered to me 
by the Lord ; so that what he shall have decreed upon 
earth, about all thihcs whatsoever, that may be de- 
creed also in heaven, "f He then relates how Peter or- 
dained him, and made him to sit in his own seat, and all 
the directions that Peter gave him, concluding his letter 
thus— "In the judgment of God he shall sutler the tor- 
ments of eternal lire who shall have neglected the decrees 

of THE Cltlilt(JU."t 

It has been n great puzzle to Protestants, and to many 
Unman Catholics too, whether Clement, as Pope and 
successor to St. Peter, had the command and direction of 
tlm other Apostles who outlived Peter. These letters un- 
dertake to settle the question. Besides many other direc- 
tions which Clement gives to James, and powers and autho- 
rities wi.tIi he colliers on him, he says, in his second Epis- 
tle to St. James—" Since, as we have received from the 
Blessed Apostle Peter, the father ol all the Apostles, in 
what manner we ought to hold concerning the sacraments 
which arc perlormcd among the saints, it becomes us to 
instruct you in order."§ He then goes on to tell him 
with what " fear and trembling of the clergy they ought to 
guard the remains of tho fragments of the Body of the 
Lord, lest by any means it might be found to putrify in the 
Sacraiium,"|| with many other directions about celebrating 
mass, and about the altar and its furniture, which arc 
not found in any genuine records of the early Church, 
hut which arc not unlike those now in the Roman Missal. 
It is true, Clement falls short in some things ; for instance, 
he strictly commands that if any of the consecrated bread 



• . . . . Simon Petros, qui verre fidei merito, ft Integra prie- 
dic&tionis obtentn, fuudamentum esse Ecciesise deftnitus est . . . 
—Labbe & Cass. Vol. i , p. 82. 

t Cle mentem hanc episcopiun vobls ordino, cui soli mess prsedicationis 
et doccrin:? cathedram trado .... ipsi trado a IJominomihi 
traditam potestatem ligandi et solvendi ; at tie omnibus quibuscum- 
quc decreverit in terris, hoc decretum ait et in cuelis. — Labbe & Coss. 

Vol. I. 83. 

t In iudicio Dei, ignis etemi tormenta sustlnebit, qui Ecclesiastica 
d' crela neglexerit.— Labbe & Coss. Vol. I. p. !>7. 

$ OuonUin sicut a Beato Petro auostolo accepfmus, omnium 
aposiolormn patre qui claves regni coslestis accepit, qualitev tenere 
debeinus de aacramentis, quffl gernntur in Sanctis, te ex ordlne nos 
decet inatruere.— Vol. i- 98. 

II Qui cum timore et tremore clericomm, reliquias fragmentorum 
corporis Domtnict custodire debent, ne qua pntredo in saorario in- 
Vtuiatur. 



remain, " it should not be reserved to the morrow, but be 
diligently consumed, with fear and trembling of the 
clergy ;"* however, it was not bad for a beginning. 

Considering that St. James was present when our 
Lord instituted this Sacrament, and that St. Clement was 
not, it might seem unnecessary for him to instruct St. 
James about it; but, considering further, that the subject 
of instruction was the mass of the ninth century, it 
would certainly have been new light to St. James, only 
that he never got the letter, as it was not written until 
800 years after his death. 

We deeply regret that space does not allow us here to 
place the genuine letter of St. Clement in full comparison 
with the furved ones. One specimen must suffice from 
that most heavenly Epistle ever written by an unin- 
spired man. 

After teaching the Corinthians out of the Scriptures, 
Clement goes on : — " This is the way, beloved, in which 
we may find our Saviour, even Jesus Christ, the high 
priest of all our offerings, the defender and helper of our 
weakness. By Him we look up to the highest heavens ; 
and behold as in a glass His spotless and most excellent 
countenance. By Him are the eyes of our hearts opened, 
by Him our foolish and darkened imderstanding rejoiceth 
to behold His wonderful light."f 

The real letter of St. Clement is just what a Protestant 
Bishop might wish to write now; the forged letters of 
Clement are just what a Roman Catholic Bishop might 
write. 

But now to illustrate the proofs of forgery : Eusebius 
tells us that St. James died before St. Peter (Book II. 
eh. 23, 25), and Roman Catholics admit that this is true : 
yet here we find Clement, after St. Peter's death, writing 
to St. James ! 

The letters contain further proof of forgery, plain to any 
one who has a Bible and refers to it. For Clement, writing 
to St. James, quotes to him James's own Epistle (ch. iv. 
v. 10, 11, 12), as if it were the words of St. Peter ! Now, 
no one can suppose that Clement knew the Apostles 
writings so badly as to make so unpardonable a blunder in so 
important a letter; so that any one with a Bible could detect 
the forgery at once — a striking proof of God's provi- 
dential care, that they who look to the word of truth shall 
not be deceived by the lies of man: J a striking instance, 
too, how the Church may expect to be deceived when she 
shuts up the Bible, for this rank and impudent forgery im- 
posed on the whole Church for 700 years '. Ay, and on 
part of it for A thousand years ! ! Mark this, Roman 
Catholics of Ireland ; it is but a few years ago that the 
Church of Rome has ceased to impose this forged letter upon 
you as true ! until a few years ago, this Epistle of 
Clement to St. James has been quoted as true in the 
notes of the Douay Bible ! ! Por 250 years, at least, every 
learned Roman Catholic has known and confessed that this 
Epistle was a forgery, and yet all that time you had it held 
up to you as true in the notes of the Douay Bible ! We 
have now before us the original edition of the New Testa- 
ment, published at Rheims, in 1582, and also a Douay 
Bible, printed with the sanction of Dr. Troy, Roman Ca- 
tholic Archbishop of Dublin, in the year 1816,§ in both 
which we find this note on 2 Peter, ch. i. v. 15. " St. 
Clement, in nis Epistle to St. James, our Lord's 
Brother, witnesseth that St. Peter, encouraging him to 
take, after his decease, the charge of the Apostolic Roman 
See, promised that after his departure he would not cease 
to pray for him and his flock, thereby to ease him of his 
pastoral burden." 

See here what care the Roman Church has taken, in past 
time, to teach the Irish people only what is true and 
certain! Forgeries that she would not venture during 
later ages to produce to any other people in Europe, were 
thought good enough for you. 

In our next number we will proceed to show how these 
forgeries came to be believed in the Church ; how and by 
whom they were established ; and the use that was made of 
them. Let Roman Catholics consider if this be worthy 
of their attention. 

Those who have a greater zeal for Rome than for truth, 
may think it a great pity that all these proofs of the Ro- 
man system are but forgeries of the ninth century. And 
a great pity it would be, and a great wonder, too, if the 
Roman system had really been established by Christ and 
his Apostles, that the early Church should not have given 
us such testimony in support of it. 

Those who regard truth will desire to see all false proofs 
swept away. 

We have strange and startling tiiings to say about 
these letters — more strange and startling than any that we 
yet have said. Those who dare not look at the light will, 
of course, look away, or shut their eyes, and will not ven- 
ture to read, lest light should break in upon their minds. 
But those who have the courage to see light will, we 



* Quod si remanaerint, in crasttnum non reserventnr, aed cum 
timore et tremore clericomm diligeutia consumantur. — Labbe & Coss. 
Vol. I. 98. 

t Labbe and Coss. Vol. I., p. 146. 

j The following sentence, from the ffenuine letter of Clement, seems 
almost as if he knew the use that men would make of his name in after 
times, and wished to guard agHiiist it -" Look into the Hoiy scriptures, 
which are the true words of tin' Holy Ghost : ye knots that ttiere is nothing 
wicked or foeoed written in t/tem." — Ch. 4fl. Is not this wonderfully 
suitable ?— Labbe £ Coss. Vol. I. p. 151. 

j It is a large *to Bible, published br B. Coyne, Dublin—" Ap- 
proved of by the Most Ber. Dr. Troy, B.CA.D." _ 



know, wait for it, and read all we have to say. Let such 
readers remember that we do not want to leave them with- 
out a religion ; we only want to clear away all the lies of 
men, that they may behold the truth of God's Holy Word. 
We want to clear away the forgeries put on the early Popes, 
that the Word of God, as spoken by St. Peter himself, may 
stand for ever. " The word of the Lord endureth for 
ever; and this is the word which, by the Gospel, hath 
been preached unto you." — 1st Ep. ot St. Peter, chap, i., 
verse 25, Douay Bible. 



TALK OF THE ROAD.— No. XIX. 

" Well, Pat, my man, any news of Kilcommon those 
times ?" said Jem. 

•' There is, Jem," said Pat, " for I was in on Monday." 

" And how is matters getting on there?" said Jem. 

" Why, then, it's all getting mighty quiet," said Pat, 
" and the readers just able to go about like any one else ; 
and I wouldn't see any stir at all there, maybe, only lor the 
long car." 

"And what of the long car, Pat?" said Jem; "wha 
call had that to the Readers, anyway ? 

" Why, there was a gentleman out of England stopping 
at Mr. Owen's, and the word was gone about that it was 
him sent the Readers to Kilcommon, and to all Ireland ; 
and that he was come to look after them ; and, sure enough, 
when the long car came in, he was waiting for a seat on it ; 
and the word went about that it was himself that was in it. 
Well, it was market day — and the big market it was, 
coming on Christmas ; and I seen the town sergeant, in 
his blue coat and red collar, giving the people the wink, 
and them gathering round the car, and the gentleman on 
it ; and they had the children in the front, and the girls 
and boys behind them, and the women behind them, and 
the men at the back of all, (for that's the plan,) and they 
all screeching " souper," and "jumper,' and "devil," 
and all the names they have, at the gentleman on the car ; 
and all the noises of the market going on too ; for there 
was Ned Kelly, the ragman, singing the ould song ' Tear 
away, tear away ! haul away, tear away !' and Mr. Plunket, 
the auctioneer, standing on the cart, selling the shawls and 
gowns, and the people screeching and making all the 
horrid noises ever you heard; and there was an old 
mare in the long car, that was a wee thought " maggotty," 
and she wouldn't go a step with the people screeching ror- 
nenst her ; am I when Billy Donaghy , that was driving, Icii to 
laying it into her, she turned to to lashing at him ; and it 
beat all, entirely. Well, then, Mr. Plunket, that's always 
setting the people on against the Readers, took to canting 
the souper, when he seen there was no one bidding for the 
shawls; so, says he, ' Going, going, going,' says he, 'a fine 
fat souper going — for one quart of soup I' So the people 
fell to shouting more nor ever ; and old Billy Donaghy 
took to flattering them — 'Oh, boys,' says he, 'sure you 
won't see me kilt entirely? Won't yees be easy one mi- 
nute, till I get her away Y Sure it's the devil's in the mare,' 



Well, with that if there wasn't noise enough ; up comes 
Nick Flaherty that sells the ballads, with a new song all 
in strips over Ids arm, and him calling it through the mar- 
ket, ' Only wan hapeny, for St. Patrick's hymn, only wan 
hapeny,' and then he fell to singing it, and of all the songs 
ever you heard for St. Patrick, it was the quare one, but 
only one verse stuck to me, and it was what St. Patrick 
was preaching to the heathens in Ireland : — 

Have done with your fighting, 

And think of your sins. 
Or I'll break every bone 

In your impudent skins. * 

" St. Patrick's hymn, only wan hapeny ;" well, just then, the 
police came up, and they cleared the way for the old mare, 
and the gentleman stood up on the car, and he takes off his 
hat, and gives it a whirl round his head, and says he 
' Now boys, one cheer more before we go,' so, with that, 
they all fell to laughing and cheering him, for a pleasant 
gentleman as he was, so the long car drove off in the height 
of good humour. And I'm thinking, maybe that's the last 
of the bad noises in Kilcommon, for it s all getting quiet 
now, in spite of Father John, and Mr. Plunket, and the 
town sergeant too." 

" Well, Pat," said Jem, " it's time for it to stop, for it 
was disgracing us all ; and sure the people wouldn't keep 
it up for ever, though they'd be put up to it for a while. 
But sure that was the quare song for St. Patrick. I won- 
der what Father John would say to that." 

" And what would he say to it ?" said Pat, " sure isn't it 
the very moral for himself. Sure don't I remember, afore 
the famine, when the people used to be kneeling in the 
chapel yard, at mass ; and don't I mind it as regular as the 
day came, how Father John, or one of the curates, would go 
the rounds of the chapel yard, with the horsewhip, to keep 
the boys and girls to their duties, and all the people in the 
street and the houses iorenint the chapel looking on ? And 
wouldn't it be just the moral for Father John, if that was 
the way St Patrick did speak to the heathens? But, I 
doubt, if St. Patrick was a Protestant, as Mr. Owens says 

* It any of oar readers in the neighbourhood of Navan could get a 
cop; of tail song for us, we ahould.be obliged^— Ed. C, L. 



